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“Asbestos:The Survey Guide”

The new HSE guidance “Asbestos: The Survey
Guide” which will replace the MDHS100, is out in
January 2010.

This will remove the Type 1, 2 and 3 surveys and
replace them with ‘Management Surveys’ (formerly
type 2 survey) and ‘Refurbishment / Demolition
Surveys’ (formerly type 3 survey). The type 1
survey has been removed completely as it
provides no practical information for building users

or contractors alike.

Management Surveys (formerly type 2 survey)

A “management” survey is undertaken to address
the risks from asbestos associated with the
continued use of the building (i.e. normal
occupancy and activities, and associated
maintenance and development). This type of
survey is performed to ensure that no one is
harmed by the continued presence of asbestos in
premises (i.e. ACMs remain in good condition
and that no-one inadvertently disturbs ACMs
during maintenance and other work).

The purpose of this type of survey is to locate, as
far as reasonably practicable, the presence and
extent of any suspect ACMs in the building which
could be damaged or disturbed during normal
occupancy including foreseeable maintenance
and installation. All buildings normally require a
management survey as part of the on-going
arrangements to manage asbestos. Management
surveys will often involve minor intrusive work
and some disturbance.

Refurbishment / Demolition Surveys (formerly
type 3 survey)

There are also circumstances where a far more
intrusive survey is necessary to establish the full
extent and complete presence of asbestos.

This type of survey is necessary prior to any
refurbishment (including “minor”) or demolition
work being carried out.

These “refurbishment/ demolition” surveys will be
much more intrusive and destructive compared
with management surveys as their intention is to
locate all the ACMs so that they can be removed
before the refurbishment or demolition takes
place.

Refurbishment/demolition surveys are required
as necessary when the needs or use of the
building changes and the fabric of the building will
be disturbed or complex fixed plant (e.g. large
ovens) are to be dismantled.

If you require further assistance please contact RG WILBREY
Tel: 01902 796992
Email; info@rgwilbrey.com

or goto

http://www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/index.htm
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